Teaching Methods in Clinical Education Courses 

Hosted By: Margaret Capes, Ken Margolis and Sarah Buhler

Ken Margolis – Case Western:

· Mandatory skills program – not a clinical but experiential education
· CaseArc Integrated lawyering skills program – mandatory course during 1st and 2nd year.
· Build around writing –supplemented by lawyering skills designed to put writing in legal case.

1st year in fall – introductory legal writing – linked to one of the other courses, such as contracts, torts.
· 2 simulations done during that course. 1st simulation is counseling.
· Starts off with objective memo writing in fall, to brief writing in spring.

· Students will have clients

· It works off the writing idea, but linked to substantive course to pull together lawyering role, doctoring and skills.

2nd year starts out with transactional course – course is linked to business associations course.
· Hypothetical problem given to create some sort of document (agreement of some sort) contract drafting principles and negotiations are learned in that course so deal-making and entity formation is learned.
3rd year - Strategic Representation and Communication
· Civil, criminal or transactional setting.
· Extensive interviewing and counselling. Introduced to concepts of strategic thinking. 
Sarah Buhler – University of Saskatchewan:

· Community based legal clinic in Saskatoon’s inner city neighbourhood. Not on campus, has strong partnership with law school. 

· Sarah teaches clinical course at law school.  

· 2 hour seminar every week, 4 hours spent at clinic.

CLASSIC – Community Legal Assistance Services for Saskatoon Inner City

3 general areas in substantive course area of class:
1) Opportunity for students to do serious critical reflection on process of lawyering and lawyer-client relationship. 
· Articling generally does not cover such reflection.
· Goal to get students thinking more deeply about legal practice itself. Become critical and constructive about those issues.
· Finds American clinical law literature quite clear and robust in those areas. More so than Canadian literature.
2) Due to being in inner-city has history of racism and other similar issues in Saskatoon.  

· Relationship between colonialism related to first nations and metis history. Lots of issues talking about race and class.
· 50% of clients are First Nations or Metis.
· Incorporates elders, speakers, videos, to get students knowledgeable in those areas.

3) Focus on practical skills. Focus on interviewing, counseling, file management, learn laws of residential tenancy, small claims.
· Students do journals and critical self-reflection on their experience.

QUESTIONS
1. In first two years how many staff dedicated to skills training?

KM: Program emphasizes involvement of practicing lawyers. 6 full-time writing faculties who coordinate program. Work with 3 doctrinal teachers to write problems. Each of 6 staff has 2 practicing lawyers. 2nd year has half as many. 3rd year course is taught only by practicing lawyers – important to emphasize strategic thinking piece.

2. :How do you define poverty law at classic?

SB: Some areas have large amount of refugee files. Summary criminal matters not covered by legal aid. Areas of law that impact on low income people’s lives.

3. How many students are in CLASSIC?

SB: This year 22 is highest amount.

4. How many faculty members are in CLASSIC?

SB: Sarah is only faculty hired through school. 2 lawyers work with program hired through clinic itself.

5. How can insights from experiential learning not be divorced from other substantive learning from law school? 

KM: Theory behind linkages is for substantive teaching to inform the writing, and also vice versa
